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1 . Lately Publiſh'd by 
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Preas b- is > 


"Tl tiyen to-Sir William Parkins at the 
Place of Ezecution, April 3d. 


The other, A Vindication thereof; occafion'd 
by a Paper entituled, *A Declaration of the 
Sen [ſe of the Achbiſhops ad Biſhops, &C. 


Shewing the Nature of the late Abſolution, both as to 


CHURCH and STATE. 
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Two Pamphlets 


Lately Publiſhed by 
Mr. COLEIER. 


STR, 

x Ccording to your Deſire » I have ſeat you 
| A here my Thoughtsconcerning the Proceed- 
| - ® ings of the three Abſolving Cl , at 
\ Sir F. Friend's and Sir W. Parkins's Executi- 

on, together with __ ſhort Remarks on Mr. _-_ 
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lier's two Papers in which he has endeavour to 


pnuly thoſe Proceedings. 
I ſhall confider *em, Firſt, With Relation to the 
Charch ; and Secondly,With relation to the State. 


As they are conſidered with Relation to the Charch ; 
I take 'em to be zrregular and unwarrantable on: ſeve- 
ral accounts. : 


For, 1{t.Such an m—_—_ of Hands,as thoſeClergy- 
men made uſe of in the Ab/olution, is by no means 


- warrantable. Mr. Coler endeavours to ſhew that the 


giving of Abſolution , with impoſition of Hands, 


was the general Practiſe of the Antient Churches, 


particularly a; St. Cyprian's Age, and that the 'per- 
formance of ithis Ceremony was allow?d' to Prieſts, 
and ſometimes to Deacons as well as Biſhops. 


Suppoſe all this, Yet this Praftice of thoſe Anti- 
ents does not at all juſtify Mr. Collzer's Proceedings 
in this Point, and that for theſe two Reaſons. 


iſt. The Abfolution ict which thoſe Antients 
made uſe of Impoſition of Hands, was not ſuch. an 
Abſoletion as that in which Mr. C. was concern'd; 
but an Abſolution of Perfons Excommunicated, or 
ſuch as had deſerted the Communion of the Church. 
It was cuſto 


vous and notorious. Crime, and after they had given 


the Church SatisfaQion, and were again to be re- 
concued 


in the Antient Church to Ex- 
communicate fuch as had committed any very grie- 
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conciled tv it ; they were Abſolv'd from the Cen- 
ſure of the Church by the wa, my of Hands. 

What they meant in this Caſe by the Laying on of 
Hanas, we may learn from S. CGprian. They #9. 74 
look't upon thoſe that were out of the Church, to? ?'3: 
be depriv'd of the Holy Gheit,and (as he faith) not to 

- be truly Chriſtians. And,as now in our Ordinations,we 
make uſe of the Impoſition of Hanas ; ſo the Anti- 

C ents frequently made uſe of the ſame Ceremony for 

reſtoring to the Communion of the Church, ſuch 

as: before were Excommunicated, 


| For the ſame cauſe it was that they that wereBaptiz'd 
either by Hereticks or Schiſmaticks were not among. 
them receiv'd into the Church, but by Impeſition of 
Hands; for tho they own'd. the Baptiſm of Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks to be valid, yet they did not believe 
: that any ſo Baptiſed, could be endued with the 
Holy Ghoſt, till the Church had: laid their Hands 
on 'em. For the ſame reaſon the. Impoſition of hands 
was made uſe of when any one that had turn'd He- 
retick, or Schiſmatick , was again reconcil'd to the 
Church ; as alſo in the Abſolution of the Lapſi, that 
is, ſuch as in the times of Perſecution, had Sacrificed 
to the Heathen Goas; and by doing fo, had thrown. 
themſelves out of the Communion of the Church.. 


The Examples and Authorities produced by. Mr. C. 

are all of this kind; neither can he (1f. I am not. 

Y much miſtaken) produce any one inſtance of the 1m- 
[1 poſition of Hands in Abſolution, except in the — 
| cilemeant. 


. 
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 cilement of Offenders tothe Church, His Albaſdine- 
w will hardly be able to ſupply him with any that 
are pertinent to liis purpoſe. But, | 


2dly. Could he ſhew that in the Antient Church, 
this Ceremony of Impoſition of Hands was made uſe of 
in Abſolution, in other caſes befides that mention'd; 
et his Proceedings, (who profefles himſelf to be a 
ember of the Church of Ezgland, and to Govern 
himſelf by the Ordersof it) could not be Juſtified by 
any ſuch Inſtances of thoſe times. | 


| Lege fi- Tt is Tertuliars Obſervation, That the Law of 
- / | ——ng Faith remaining intire, other things belonging to Dij- 
diſcipline & Ccipline and Converſation, admit alteration according as 
conver /ationts circumſt Aaxces requer Co | 
. edmittunt no- | 
redionis, De And accordingly our Church hath declared, That 
vi MN Ve- every particular , or National Church hath Authority 
'© ' to Ordain, Change, and Aboliſh Ceremonies or Rites of 
Art, 34- the Church, Ordained only by Man's Authority, ſo that 


all things be done to Enifying. 


Now fince the laying on of Hands in Abſolution, is 


acknowledged to be only a Ceremony, and not to be 


neceſſary to it ; it mult be in its own Nature change- 
able, and ſo may be uſed or laid'afide as the Church 


. ſhall ſee meet. 


And. 
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- And ſince-it is . a Ceremony not. rerained in the 
Church of Exglend, it's being in uſe heretofore in 
another Church or Age, cannot warrant the uſe of 
it in any particular Officer of this Church, no more 
than it will the ſtanding on the Lord's Days be- 
tween Eaſter and Whisſontide the Trine Immerſion, 


and ſeveral other Rites, too. many to be here re- - 


peated.. 


The. Church' of England has as much Power 
and Authority, as to the Inſtitution -or Abolition, 


_ the Uſe or Diſuſe of any particular Ceremonies, as 


St. Cyprieny's own Churchhad ; and a Miniſter of the 
Churchof Exglend, is not to govern himſelf herein 
by the uſage of the Church of Carthage, but by his 
own. And therefore it is no: ſufficient for Mr. C. to 
ſhew —_— of Hands in- Abfolution to be a Cere- 
m_ uſed in the. African Church that will juſtify 
his Praftice ; for then by the ſame Reaſon all 
Ceremonies of thoſe -Churches , and of all other 
Orthodox: Churches in: that time, or before, would 
e obligatory; But, (as a Member of the 
Church of Carthage would- then) he muft be a- 
ble to prove it to be the Jnjunftion or practice. 
of his own Church. What ſay the. Articles, or 
Rubricks, or Canons, or Offices of the. Church . 
where. he Officiates ? What they myoyn, 
hemuſt uſe; what'that uſes he may Practice : Bur - 
he cannot be a Rule to himfelf. He is no more to . 
add,;than he is to injoyn or alter, for they all belong. 


to the ſame Authority. So impertinent 1s a hr 
Ec 
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he alledges in his own defence, w/z. © That as, the Ce- 
© remony-of Laying 07 of Hanas is not preſcribed inthe 
© Rabrick of Abjolution; fo nenther is it Prohibitea. 
For if the not being Prohibited, could be a fufficient 
warrant for a particular Perſon's PraCtice, we might 
return to the condition the «© hurch wasin, in St. A«- 
ftin's Time, which he complains of ; nay, to the Ce- 
rewoniale of the © hurch of Rome ; and fo the Ru- 
brick of our Church concerning ceremonies, why ſome 
are aboliſhed, and ſome retained, be altogether in vain. 
Good Order, Uniformity and Decency require, that, 
as thoſe Ceremonies which the Church Ordains, 
ſhould not beomitted at pleaſure by particular Mini- 
niſters; ſo They ſhould not make ule of any but what 
the Church and Law amongſt us do Preſcribe ; of 
which Mr. C. may be convinced, if he peruſe the At 
of Uniformity, XIV.Car. 2. or the Rubrick of Cerc- 
monies, why Now be aboliſhed, and ſome retained, 


Secondly, It is contrary to the PraQtife of the 
Ehurchof Chriſt in genera], and againſt the DireQi- 
on of our Rabrick in particular, to Abſolve a Perſon, 
or to aſfſift in theAbſolution ofa Perſon,whoſe C onfe(- 
ſion and Repentance are known no otherwiſe than by 
the Teſtimony of others ; as Mr. Collier aſſiſted in the 
Abſolution of Sir F. Friend; and Mr. Snatt, and 
Mr. Cook in that of SirW. Parkins. ?Tis requir'd by 
the Rabrick in the Viſitation of the Sick, that before 


the Ab/o/ution there ſhall be a Confeſſion of Sins to the 


Minifter that Abjolves, and that after the Confeſſion, 


the Peaitent ſhall deſire 46/o/ution from him, 


It 


Ahimadverſions on two Pamphlets, 8&c. 
Et runs thus: Here ſhall the. ſick Perſon be mov'd to 
mate a ſpecial Confeſſion of his Sins,. if he feel his 
Conſcience troubled with any weighty Matter. After 
which Confeſſion, the Prieſt ſhall Abſolve him (if he 
hambly and heartily deſire it) after this ſort, 8c; 
The Inſtances brought by Mr. .C. to juſtifie 
his PraQtice, from the Cuſtom of the Ancient 
Church, of admitting Strangers to'Communion, 
by Virtue of* a Certificate given by the Biſhop 
under whom they formerly lived; and irom the 
Cuſtom of our Church of conferring Holy Or-. 
ders on ſuch as are not perſonally known, upon 
the Recommendation of others, 1s by no means 
ſufficient. For as to the former, he palles by 
the main point, and doth not ſo much as venture 
to give one Inſtance of Perſons Abſolved after 
that Manner, by a joint ACt of ſeveral Presby- 
ters; and by the Major part of ſuch as had no 
Perſonal knowledge of the State of the profeſſed 
Penitent. And the Inſtances he gives, are not at 
all parallel ; ſince thoſe Ancients never gave thoſe 
Certificates to ſuch as were not Perſonally known 
to them,or whoſe Caſe they were not privy to; and 
much leſs to ſuch as ſtood Condemn'd for Notori- 
ous Crimes. As to the /atter, [che PraCtice of our 


- Church,] he is guilty of a groſs miſtake; for Orders 


amongſt us are never Conterr*d upon ſuch as are 
not Perſonally known. The Law and Canons in- 
deed require, That the Perſon to beOrdained ſhould 


be recommended by fomeapprov*d Presbyters,that 
Ws C o1VE 
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give him Credit as to his Behaviour and other 
Qualifications. by a. \Certificate. | But notwithe 
Randing, | he ts further to be + particularly 
Examined by the Arch-Deacon, the | proper 
Officer deputed by the Law and the Church: 
for that Service ; who is to Enquire of him, and 
Examine him, and 1s to give an Account of the 
Candidate's —— and to declare Publick- 
ly and Solemnly to the Biſhop: before his Ordi- 
ination, that the Perſon whom he preſents, is 
apt and meet for the Miniſtry. But were it fo, 
that Orders are Conferred upon others Recom- 
mendation, yet it is ſuppoſed to be what the 
Law and the Canons of the Church allow and 
appoint.But to abſolve or to affift in the Abfolution 
of a Perſon, whoſe Corfsion and Repentance we are 
not immediately acquainted with, is contrary to 
the DireQtions of the Church ; neicher is there 
any Neceflity that can juſtifie it, or if it could, it 
had no place here. For it had been /afficiext and re- 
gular alſo, if He that receiv'd the Corfeſſion had 
given the Ab/olation without any Aſſiſtant, 


3. Another thing that I. look upon to be Irreg- 
tar, is, their pronouncing 'Abſolution in Publick, 
when there was not any: publick Coxfe/ionv, What: 
Example of this kind does Mr.-Coler meet with 
in rhe Antient Church? In a Caſe where the 
Crime had.been Publick and Notorious, and. the. 


Pen. 
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Penitents were reconciled to the Church and ad- 
mitted ro Communion, the Abſofation indeed was 
publick, but fo was alſo their Repentariceand Con- 


feffion : But in ſuch a cafe to give a' Publick Abſo- 


fution,upon a ſecret Confeſſion and private Repen- 


tance, is peculiar to theſe Perſons, and what they 


have the Honour to be the firſt Inventers of, But 
this I ſhall have farther occaſion to touch again 
on by and by, when Icome to conſider their Pro- 


ceedings with relation to the Civil Government. 


Neither 4zhly, can their concurring all Three 
together in the Abſolution, be ſufficiently excus'd. 
For tho? perhaps in it ſelt it carries nothing of 1ll 
with it, yet *tis no ſmall Preſumption in the 
Clergy, to pretend to do-a thing ſo unuſual in 
the Church, without any Church-Rule, or any 


former Preſident in the Church, eſpecially, in that 
which they ſtand related to.. - | 


Mr. Colier would perfiwade us, that ſuch things 
as theſe which I have condemn'd as Irregalarities, 


are left by the Church to the Prudence and 


Diſcretion of thoſe that Offiiciate, tho? they are 
but of the inferiour Clergy. No ſuch matter. 
It is not the Inferitour Clergy to whoſe Prudence 
and Diſcretion ſuch things . as - theſe are left. 
There are many things left to the Prudence and 
Diſcretion of the Biſhops, the Fathers and Go- 

RT. __ 


if 


:\, | 
12 _ Hnimadyaſuons on two Pamphlets, '&c. 


vernours of the Church: But the Tnferiour Cler. 
gy, are toaCt according to the receiv*d Rules and 
Dire&ions; they are not to Innovate in any 
thing without the: permiſſion and leave of their 
Superiours. Mr. Colter might have learnt, from 
St. Cyprian, (to whom, as he acknowledges, we 
are principally obliged for the Remains we have of the 
j| Diſcolin: and Goverument of the Primitive Charch,) 
a betrer and truer Notion, concerning the Obe- 
dience and SubjeCtion of the Inferiour Clergy to 
their 'Dzoceſans, and the Honour that is due to 
| the Epiſcopal Order. There never was any Biſhop 
il that paid greater deference to his Inferiour Cler- 
| | gy, than that. Great Man did: Yet-would he 
| have ſuffered his Clergy to alter the Ruleand— 
| Cuſtoms of the Church without his Conſent ? 
Would he have thought well of ſuch forward and 
preſuming Presbyters ? It was uſual with him to z 
conſult with his Clergy, for the Government and 
good Order of his Church ; but he knew better 
| things, than to ſuffer them to make uſe of their 
| Prudence and Diſcretion,in oppoſiion to, or diffe- 
| rently from the Cuſtoms and Rules of his Church. 
| He expreſſes in many of his Epifles, a very great 
diſlike of the Proceedings of ſome of his Clergy, 
in uſing 'their. own Diſcretion, in admitting 
the Lapfi 'to' Communion without * his Know- 
ledge and Conſent. - He afferts his Epiſcopal 
[ Authority; and. he ' ſtrictly . charges” them not 
| to take upon _ them after,, that manner, ,and 
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not to- Abſolve for the future, till he himſelf 
ſhould retura and judge of the ſufficiency of 
the Confeſſion and Repentance of thoſe that 
were to be Reconciles, - and together with the 
Clergy lay his Hands upon them. He tells 
them roundly, that in the Time of his Prede- 
ceſſors, no Presbyters durſt do ſuch things, 


that * their Proceedings 
were an Afﬀront to his 
Authority ; and | that 
all the 4its of the Charch 
ought to be governed and 
direfted by the Biſhops of 
the Charch, And it plain- 


ly appears from his Eigh-. 


teenth Eprſtle, . that his 
Regular: Clergy did not 
dare in his abſence . to 
Abſolve the Lapſe, even 
in. a Caſe of Neceſlity, 
when' they: lay on their 


* Ouod enim non periculum me. 
tuere debemus de offenſa domint ; 
quando aliqui de Presbyteris, nec 


- Fuangelii, nec loci ſui memores, 


ſed neque futurum domini judi- 
cium, neque nunc ſibi praepoſitum 
Epiſcopum cogitantes, quod nun- 
uam omnino ſub anteceſſoribus 
Foun eſt, cum contumelis © 
contemptu P repoſiti, totum ſibi 
vindicent? Ep. 16. 
. + Inde per temporum ©& ſucceſ- 
fronum vices, Epiſcoporum or- 
dinatid, & Ecclefix ratio de- 
currit, ut Ecclefia ſuper Epiſco- 
pos conſtituatur : Et omnis 
actus Eccleſiz per eoſdem Pre- 
poſitos gubernetur. Ep, 33. 


Death-beds, ' till he himſelf had Writ. to them, 
and given, them a Commiſſion to.do it without 


him. 


'I ſhall ſay no more of theſe matters, but on- 


ly : take- notice how. briskly -and- triumphantly 
Mr. C.._ lays about him ſometimes in the open 


Air-without any Adverſary to oppoſe him. You 
would 


I's 
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*would think the Biſhops, according to-his Re- 


preſentation, (if you had. not read their Declars- 
fon) were to be very eaſily refuted, and guilty 
of ſtrange miſtakes. But when you compare 
the Declaration and the Anſwer together, you 
will have occaſion to wonder, who it 1s Mr. C, 
is pleaſed to write againſt. 'The Biſhops never 
denied that the /aying on of Hands was often- 
times uſed by the Antients in Abſolation: But 
they underſtood (TI preſume) that it was not 
made uſe of in ſuch an A4bſolution as Mr. C. was 
concerned in, They never denied but that in 
reconciling to the Church a Perſon that - was 
out of its Communion; even Presbyters them- 
felves did ſometimes Officiate alone with 'that 
Ceremony. - But they do not allow that they 
ſhould take: upon themſelves to alter the Eſta- 
bliſhed Rules and Cuſtoms of the Church, or to 
add any to them which are not already Efta- 
bliſhed. 'They do not deny, but that a MalefaQtor 
condemn'd. to. die, if he appears to be truly Pe- 
nitent for all his Sins 1in general, and particular- 
for that for which he Rands condemned, and 
oes humbly and earneſtly deſire Abſolution, 


may be allow*d that Benefit and Comfort ; but 


they do not approve of its being perforn'd in 
Publick without as publick- a Confeſſion, much 
tkeſs by ſuch Impoſition of Hands; neither do they 


allow that any ſuch Clergy-man ſhould yon, 
| wW 
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who is not immediately and particularly athuaint= 


ed with the Condition of the Perion,” 


There is ohe. thing more which ought not-to 
be paſſed by without 'an Animadverhon, and 
thar is Mr. Colter's difingenuity in laying to the 
Charge of the Biſhops, that they blatne the 4b- 
folving Clergy-men for I a. Form of Ab-. 
ſolution. With ſubmiſſion (ſays Mr. C.) 3 Form 
is better than no Form, He adds, that he 7s 
ſorry to ſee the ſolemn Offices of Religion mextion'd, 
with ſuch ſeeming Coldneſs and Abatements of Ex- 
preſſion. I hope Mr. C. will, on ſecond Thoughts, 
be /orry for fo falſe an Accufation, and think 
himſclt oblig*d to ask pardon of the Biſhops for 
Expreſſions ſo unbecoming towards Perſons of 
their Character and Station. And that you may 
be able to judge what reaſon he has to do ſo, 
I ſhall here produce their Words. 


Laſtly, For thoſe Clergy-men that took 
upon them to Abjolve theſe . Criminals at the 
place of Execution, by laying 'all' three toge= 
ther their Hands upon their Heads, © and 
publickly pronouncing a Form of Abſolution : 
As their manner of doing this was extreme- 


h 
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ly Tnfolent, and without Precedent, either 
im our Church or any other that we know 
of; ſo the thing it ſelf was altogether ir- 
regular. By which it appears, that They 
do not, diſapprove . of their uſing a Form 
of Abſolution, but of their uſing it R 
with ſuch Circumſtances, and on {ſuch 

an . Occaſion, _- | 
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I come now to conſider the Proceedings 
[ of the Abſolvers with relation to the State. 


As this matter is conſidered with relation to the 
State, I cannot call it by a ſofterName than that of 
' a daring I do not love to uſe hard 
Words; I hate it in others, and I would 
not do it my ſelf; yet I cannot but call it 
a daring piece of Infolence. Mr. C. is pleaſed 
| to tell us; That if he had been permitted to 
wait upon Sir W. Parkins in Priſon the Morn- | 
ng that he was Executed, he had given, him - «| 
Aeſolation, not in. publick, but -1n private. - Z 


EE IE A a A I A AED GIA A rence ee GGC HR 


FH 


Lak 


Animadverſuns on Two Pamphlets, &C. 


In Anſwer to: which, I muſt beg, your leave to 


obſerve Three Things. 1, That Mr. Snar# and: 
Mr. Cook? Were permitted to be . with Sir Fohz 
Friend ſo long, that they might have Ablolv'd 
him in private, if they had not choſen to do it 
in publick, 2. That atter Mr. C. was prohibited, 
there was another Nox-jwrant Miniiter, one Mr, 
Bell, allow'd to wait upon Sir w:41z Parkins, by 
Sir william's own defire: Now, why did not thar 
Gentleman Abſolve him there in piivate © What 
reaſon can be given for that, except it be that 
the Ablolution was intended to be publick? Was 
it becauſe Sir wi/liam delired to be 46/olr/d by Mr. 
Colliar 2 Why would not the Other's Ablolution fa- 
tisfie him 3 eſpecially conſidering that he was of 
his own chooſing? 3. It is to be oblerv'd, that 
(as' Mr. C. himſelf intorms us) upon the fame oc- 
calion at the Execution of Mr. A{h#o9z 1690. the 
Abjulation was pronounced by a Non-jurant Minit- 
ſter in Publick, at the ſame place, and in the fame 
manner. Would not this alone (were there no- 
thing elſe to be laid) give: us too much reaſon 
to (uſpet, that it was not Mr. Co/ler's being un- 
capable of pronouncing the Ablolution tn Private, 
that made kim do it in Publick, but that he had 
all along intended to perform it in Publick. He 
that ſeriouſly contiders that the ſame was done be» 
fore at Mr, A{btoz's Execution, and with the ſame 
Circumſtances, 'and what I before oblery*'d, will be 
very apt to believe, that it was the Reſolution 
of thoie of the Nox-juraut Clergy who have for- 
ſaken our- Aſſemblies, to Abſolve their Fri ends af- 
ter that manner. I might add, that Mr, Colher”s 
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Inclination to perform the  Abſolution 40 Pablick, 
does ſufficiently appear from his forwardneſs in 
joining with the other two Gentlemen in the Abſo- 
lution of Sir John Friend, with whom he had not 
been at all concern'd, 5 


Mr. C. is a Gentleman whom I know net, and 
Tm (ure I do not hate: And I would rather ex- 
cuſe him if I ſaw any way to do it, than aggra- 
vate his Crime. I will for the preſent force my 
ſelf even againſt my. reaſon to yield to what he lays, 
Let the matter therefore ſtand thus, as ro him: 
Yet it cannot be denied, but that the Reſentment 
which the Government has expreſs'd on this occa- 
fion 15 highly reaſonable and juſt, 


\ For Firſt it ought to be conſider'd, that to Ab- 
folve. a Perfon condema'd for High-Treafon, it he 
owns the Fat, and does not ſhew himlelf forry 
for it, is plainly to declare that we look on that 
FaCt as no Crime. And therefore though the Ab- 
fobition be pronounced io private, yet if it be 
known that there. was ſuch an Abſoluticon, the 
Government has rcaſon to lock upon the Abſol- 
ver as an Enemy, and accordingly to proceed a- 
gainſt. him; how much more why the Party Ab- 
folv'd is not only condemn'd for High-Treaſon, 
but for the horrideſt part of it, a Delign to 4ſ- 
falſinate a King ! When 1 firſt lookt into Mr. Col- 
tier's Papers, 1 was in hopes he would have given 

the World an Aſſurance. that he thought Sir wl- 
liem Parkins, whom he had Abſoly'd, truly Peni- 
| | -+| --- CEE 
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| tent for the Crime for which he was condema'd, 


and that he. was ſurprizd to find afterwards by 


the Speech, which he left behind him, that he 


was not really ſo, If he had faid this, he had 


ſaid ſomething material. But inſtead of that, you 


will meet with nothing but what will abundant- 
ly convince you, that when he Abſolv'd him, he 
did not look upon him to be ſorry for that Fat 


in particular: And therefore fince he Abſolv'd 


him, he juſtified the Fat. Mr. C.. tells us, that. 


he did not ſee Sir william Parkins's Paper till after. 


the Execution. But did he not know by his Cox- 
feſſion how far he was engaged in the Crimes he 
was condemn'd for, and how lictle forry. for it* 
He ſays he is not obliged to reveal any pars of his 
Confeſſion. But why will he not? One Reaſon 
may be, becauſe it will make, not for him, but 
againſt him, If Sir william denied, that 'he was 
any ways concern'd in that of which he was ac- 
cus'd, and for which he was condemn'd, or it he 
repented of it; why will not Mr. C. tell us ſoz 
To ſay the Truth on'r, Mr, C. ſeems here to beat 
a loſs; whilſt at one time, he faith, Sir 11am 
gave him the State of his Conſcience, and upon 
which he judged him tit for the molt ſo/ermn 4.- 
folutioz of the Church; and yet another while, he 
would have his Reader believe, that Sir william 
did not acquaint him with the intended Aſſaſſination. 
Bur becaule this was a little tuo groſs to tmpoſle 
upon his Reader in, he fhuftfles it off again; and 
would have it underitood, that 1f he was' acquaim- 
ted with it, it was in Corfeſſnn; and then he is 
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obliged to conceal it, What elſe can be the 
meaning of w hat he fanh © Pray did he confeſs it 
ro me, and have 1 revealed any part of his Confeſ. 


fron? Then 1 had been guilty of High Miſdemeanour 


indeed. 1 had broke the 13:h Canon, and. been pro- 
nounced irreew/ar by the Church, &c. | 


Mr. C. muſt have been in ſome diſtreſs, or elſe 
one of his capacity could not but have {een into 
the inconſiſtency of this. For 


1, If Sir wiliam gave him a State of hy Con- 
ſcience, he muſt give him an account of his ac- 
quaintance with the intended Aſſaſſination. For that 
was aCrime coula not eſcape his Penitent's cogni- 
z2ncezand being of fuchan heinous nature in common 
eſtimation, the leaſt that can be ſuppoſed of Sir williazs 


is, that he would know his Caluiſt's Judgment of it ; 


whether it was a Crime or no Crime, 


2. If Sir william did not acquaint him with its 
yet the Confeſſary was bound to lay it home to 
his Conſcience, if he himſelf knew it, and judged 
it to bea Crime ; and for which the Confeſſary had a 
oreat advantage and a fair opportunity offer'd to 
him ; becauſe, he ſaith, Sir wi//iam ſeertd very deſp. 
rous of abſolution at his hands, 


3- The Ccnfeſſary was bound not: to be ignorant 
of this; for who would go to a Criminal, and be 
prepared: to give him Abſolution, and yet know 
g2thing of the Crime he ſtood condemned: for ? 


This. 
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This is contrary to common Senſe, and to the 
whole Form of proceeding according to the Ru- 
brick in the oOffie, and what no Man in his Wits 
can believe of Mr. C. Nor indeed could he be here: 
1n ignorant, unleſs he had: led the Life of an Ler- 
mits and been carried directly from his Cell to 
Neweate, to hear his Confeſſion, 


And yet when he talks of the Committee, and 
the Yotes, &c, its after as Joole a way; and what 
none that know the circumſtances of the Confefſary 


can imagine, 


4. However there remains a terrible Caſt be-. 
hind ; for he ſuggeſts that he ſhould be chargeable 
with no leſs a Crime than betraying Confe//ion, it he 
ſhould diſcover it ; and if he had owned that Sir #/- 
liam acquainted him with- the Intended Aſſaſſination. 


This I own would be the beſt Argument if \tt 
were true, or had any thing to ſupport it. But 
how ſacred and inviolable ſoever, the Seal of Con- 
feſſion is 3 and: which our Church has obliged all . 
Guides of Souls to preſerve in cales ſecret, and that . 
concern the private State of a Man's Soul: Yet 
there is an exempted: caſe, as Mr. C. acknowledges, 
in which the obligation doth not hold; and that 
is, when the Crimes are ſuch as by the Laws of 
this Realm, the Miniſter's own Life may be called Can. 113. 
in queſtion, fer concealing the ſame. . And what 
Crime is there that more apparently falls un- 


der this exception, than Treaſon, and the Aſſafli- 
nation. 
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nation of a Prince 2 A Crime which indeed-had 
at the time of making this Canon, ſome Patrons 
in the World ; but none till now in our» Church; 
And now I leave it to every Impartial Perſon's 
Judgment (but amongſt them in this Argument, 
1 am afraid I cannot promiſe Mr. C. will be one) 
to obſerve, whether the Exception in the Canon doth 
not reach the caſe in hand, even upon the largeſt ſup- 
poſition, as Mr. C. aftirms, | 


Upon the whole I know not by what Principles 
theſe New-faſhioned Guides proceed , nor to what 
Church they are fo near a kin, as that on the o- 
ther fide the four Seas: Such Principles are as un- 
intelligible to me, as the Methods of Murder he 
ralks of, And if after all, Mr. C, can Abſolve 
without knowing the Caſe of the Penitent (as, he 
did not know it, if he was not acquainted with 
Sir ri/liam's Concernment, or Charge at leaſt, in 
the Aſſaſtination) or can juage him to have aright 
to all the Privileges of Communion, that as far as 
he ſeems to know, died Impenitent as to the higheſt 
Charge ; then ſuch a Confeflion and ſuch an Abfoluti- 
on, and I may add ſuchConfeſlaries too.are the firſt, for 
ovght I know of that ſort and, I pray, God they may 
be the laſt that ſhall trouble the World in this kind. 


The Government 1s throughly perſwaded, that 
Mr. C. and his Abſolving . Brethren did believe the 
Perlons Ablolv'd were concern'd in thoſe things for 
which they were condemn'd, and that they did 
not repent of-'em. - 'Is the Government miltaken 

in 
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im this Opinion, or not? I would ask Mr. C, &c. 
that one Queſtion, They dare not fay that it is: 
They muſt therefore excuſe it, if it look a little 
hard upon them and expreſs a Reſentment ſuita- 
ble to their Faults. 


. But 2dly. Should we grant that Mr. C. inten- 
ded to pronounce the Abfolution in private, if he 
could have been admitted to the Priſoner the laſt 
day, yet when he came to give it at the Place of 
Execution, he did ir (as well as Mr. Sratt ard Mr. 
Cook) in ſuch a manner and with tuch Circum- 
ſtances, as thew, that he delign'd ro make it 
as publick and notorious as poffilly he could. 
It plainly appears that they all rhree had con- 
certed and agree'd that Matter before-hand, if they 
needs would Abfolve them, why did they no! ve 
deavour to conceal it from the Peopie? No, 
that would not ſerve their turn, They were not 
content to pronounce the 45/o/1tiz, uniels it were 
known to all the Hearers and By-ſtanders that it 
was an Ab/o/ution, And becauſe there were many 
Speftators, who were not allo Hearers, rhey con- 
trive by uling an unuſual Ceremony to make it 
be ſeen where it could not be heard, and to make 
it 2s more notorious, ſo alſo more memorable. 
And left it ſhould be fuſpeted that they were not 
all of the ſame mind, they all join their Hands to-. 
gether in the Ablolution of both Perſons.. As they 
ſhew by pronouncing the Abſolution, that they 
look upon the Fatt as no Sin, fo by doing it after 


that manner, with ſuch unuſual Circumſtances, 


they 
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they bid the World take notice that they do- not 
think it a $10. 


And after all this, can they think the Govern- 
ment ſo ſtupid as nct a little to rouſe itſelf up at 
ſo publick and daring a Defiance? They may call 
theie Proceedings, it they pleaſe, an 7znocent Con- 
duf ; they may think of the Government as they 
pleaſe; they cannot but know, that whatever they 
think of the Government, It thinks (upon good 
grounds) very well of itlelf, and of conizquence 
they muſt acknowledge, that it had Keaſcn to re- 
ſent their Carriage and Behaviour as exiremely 7z- 
ſelent, and to endeavour, by ſhewing itelt ſenſible 
of this Aﬀront, to ſecure itſelf from the like for the 
time to come. 


Mr. C. teils us, rhat nhen at Mr. Afhton's Exe- 
cution, Abſoluticn was given inthe ſame manner with 
Impeſition of Hands, at the ſame place, and ufon the 
ſame octaſion, and a juſtifying Paper left by the Per- 
ſon that ſuſſer d; at that time there was nt Excep- 
tions made either to Manner or Thing. The Perfor- 
mance was ſo far from diſpleaſing, that the Sheriff 
gave his Thanks for the Solemnity of the Office, There 
was no Complaints either at Lambeth, «x Whitchal], 
zo publick Invective, no ſeizing of Body and Goods 1 
in ſbort, no Signs of the leaſt diſſatifaftion. And 
who (lays he) could imagine, that the bare repeating 
of an Adticn, (hinld raiſe ſuch a Storm upon us now, 
which was perfectly incfſenſiue before? To puniſh is 
this mapner without Warning, or Precedent, without 
fag £848 Canon, 
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Canon, or Law, is (with ſubmilſon) ſomewhat unizs 
telligible, 1 have Reaſon to believe that what was 
done of this nature at Mr. A{htor's , Execution, 
was never made known to the Governours either 
of the Church or State : And how could they pu- 
niſh a Perſon for that which they never'heard of * 
If a ſingle Example of this kind be made uie of as 
.a Precedent, it 'is fit the Government ſhould take 
care that there may be no more ſuch Precederts. 
But faith he zhe performance was ſo far from diſplea- 
ſing, that the Sheriff gave his thanks for the Solemnity 
of the Office? Whar for the Office of Abſclution, 


without declaring his Repentance for the Crime 


he was condemn'd for « He might as weil have 
ſaid, that the Sheriff #h994t well of Mr. Aſbter's 
juſtifying Paper, becauſe he was {o civil as to re- 
ceive it ; and well of the Cauſe he died in, be- 
ciuſe he would not interrupt him in his laſt Hours. 
Both alike probable, and both alike true. But a- 
mong ſome Men Civility will paſs for approvation 3 
and every Man that is not rude ſhall be of their 
Party, or a well-wiſher roit, The Worthy Perion 
that at that time bore that Character 1s alive, an 
the beſt Relater of his own Ations : But he knows 
nothing of this matter; and i{aith it 15no other than 
a Fiftion 5, or at beſt a groſs miſtake, 

Mr. C. thinks it ſoz:emhit anintellizible to puniſh 
in this manner withint warniag, or Preceaent, 
without Cana, or Liv, To we it is not only 
ſemewhat but very nairtellizible, that to puniſh for 
ſuch a Procceding 1s 7o puniſh without warnin', or 
Precedent, or Canin, or Law, Are not Men fuf- 

E ticiently 
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ficiently warn'd not to do any thing that way 
reaſonably be conlirued to be a Dehance to the 
Government ? Is there no Law or Canon of the 
Church to ddmoniſh fuch Presbyters as preſume 
of themſclves to a& contrary to the Rubrick, and 
openly to uſe ſuch Ceremontes as are not cus» 
ſtomarye? Is thexe no LZaw to puniſh and chaſtiſe 
ſuch Perſons as declare, by their Actions, in the 
face of the whole World, that they think it no 
Crime to bring in a Foreign Power ; (whoſe buſi- 
neis it bas been to extirpate the Proteſtant Religion 
in his own Country, as well as to trample under his 
[mperious Foot the native Privileges of his People *) 
Is there no Law to call {ſuch Perlons to account 3 
that violate the Laws of Nations, and that combine 
to aſſaſlinate one whom the Nation after the moſt 
ſolemn manner has owned to be their King ; and who 
enjoys the Crown by the ſureit of Tenures, the affe- 
Rions of his Peoplc, as well as the Conſent of the 
Eſtates of the Realm * Is there no Law, nor. 
Canon to puniſh ſuch Contettaries, as Abſolve thoſe 
that imbrue their hands in the Blood of Princes, 
and that dye without declaring any particular 
Repentance tor what they ſtand condemned for, and 
a Repentance as open and notorious as their Crime? 
By this new fort of Caſuiſtical Divinity, They may 
GyC 45 Zanccent as the Child wzborn, why combine to 
callin and join with a Foreign Force; that ſhould 
they have had Succeſs an{werable to the deſign, - 
would have laid the whole Nation deſolate, and 
mage it a Fiel] of Blood. Thetic are the Perſons that 
are abfolv'd. | But how are they abſolv'd ? | Mr. C. 


{peaks 


? nf ww 2 RF 
A.” 2.5 PETR OI 15 2 * WAL, 


Animadverſuns on Two Paniphlets, &C. 


peaks for the reſt, 7, faith he, abſolv'd Sir william as 
4 Penitent, Thus indeed it ſhould have been, if the 
nature of Abſolution had been heeded ; for that (as 
Mr. C. rightly. obſerves) {#ppoſes both ſin and repen- 
tance in the notion of' it, And if Sir william died as 4 

tnitent, and Mr. C. abſolv'd him «s 4 Perirezt , then 
ſurely Sir wi/liaz did expreſs his Repentance, and his 
Repentance, elpecially, for being concerned 2-2 rhe 


intended Ajſaſſization. Here Mr. C. cautiouſly ſlips 
this over (as he always doth, when it comes in his 
way) For, faith he, as to the matter of Six William's 
Repentance, that is never likely to be known from me.. 


A caution that is indeed fit to be obſerv'd (as has been 
before ſaid) in cafes ſecret and that belong. to the 
Cloſet. But what's this to Sir ”:/1:4-m:'s Caſe, who 
was condemned for a Crime as notorious as heinous ; 
and what he confeſs'd himſelf to have been guilty of? 


Now can Mr. C. be ſuppoſed to receive his Confeſſion. 


and that this ſhould not be a branch of it « Then it 
would have been 4 defefive Confeſſion indeed.. Bur, 
ſaith he, ſ#ppoſing 1 received a defettive Confeſſion, am 1 
accountable for it ? Yes ſurely, accountable to God 
for ſuffering him that w.z ready to receive the fatal 
ffroke, to dye Impenitents for ſo Sir Y/i/iam did, if he 


neither charged himſelf with it,nor was charged with. 


it by Mr. C. And accountable he is to the State, 
nay to ail Mankind for ablolving him as a Penitenr, 


that died guilty in deſign, of an execrable Aſſaffina-. 


tion; which is in Mr. C, a fair ſtep to the juſtifying 
of it, So that as to th: World Sir william is thought 
to dye Impenitent; and if not foro Mr, C, he muſt 


dye as to hin a AMz7rtyr. 
I ſhall 
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